Cranial ultrasound screening of preterm and term neonates.
A cranial ultrasound examination was performed between 48 and 96 h of age on 580 neonates of 25-42 weeks gestation. The incidence of cerebroventricular haemorrhage (CVH) in infants less than 32 weeks gestation was 37%, compared with an incidence of 2.7% in infants of 32 weeks or more. The incidence of CVH unselected healthy term infants (between 37 and 42 weeks) was only 1.1%. Of the 13 infants of 32 weeks or more who were found to have a haemorrhage, nine had a small (Grade I) haemorrhage (69%) and none of these infants had abnormal neurological signs in the neonatal period. The remaining four infants with Grade II, III or IV haemorrhage developed either seizures or episodes of apnoea. Two of the 13 infants of 32 weeks or more with a haemorrhage died, one during the newborn period and the other at 5.5 months of age. CVH in asymptomatic infants of 32 weeks or more gestation is uncommon and does not justify routine cranial ultrasound scanning.